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Chapter Il

The Intermediary
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Tatsache ist die Fernsehrede Fallahijans vor der Tat am 30. Aug. 1992.

Darin war die DPK/I nach wie vor als Zielobjekt des iranischen
Nachrichtendienst-Ministeriums benannt, und zwar nicht nur - wie

Rafsandschani in diesem Spiegelinterview glauben zu machen versuchte -

'

als Objekt der Ausspghung und der Erkenntnisgewinnung, sondern
Fallahjian sprach klar und deutlich von Schldgen, die man dieser Partei

versetzt habe. In der Vergangenheit versetzt habe und in der Zukunft

- 17 -
versetzen werde und er sprach davon, daB diese Schldge auch im Ausland

ausgefiihrt wiirden und daB man die Spitzen dieser Partei infiltriert habe

und sie gewissermaBen im Griff habe.

Z21.Now. 1996, 14. Feb. und 3 _April 1997

Hans-Joachim Ehrig
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16 The Passion and Death of Rahman the Kurd

At that time, Abolhassan Bani Sadr was president of the Islamic
Republic and a protégé of Imam Khomeini. They traveled with a group
of friends by car through the north of Iran. But Rasul was restless in
spite of Azad’s efforts to calm him down.

“Don’t worry, all this area is in the hands of the Kurds,” Azad would
tell him. .

“I'm afraid because perhaps the Iraqi agents are here,” Rasul said.

Azad became suspicious of Rasul. Once back in Vienna, they
distanced themselves from each other. When Azad found our that
Rasul was in contact with the Iranian embassy, they never saw each
other again.

When Mustapha settled in Vienna as the new representative of the
KDPI, Rasul tried to get in contact with him but was not successful.
The Kurds did not want to see him. That is why in the summer of 1989
when Ghassemlou came to the Austrian capital and Rasul was so close
to him, there was alarm among the Kurds.

At the beginning of July 1989, Rasul had traveled to Paris to
transmit word to Ghassemlou that Hashemi Rafsanjani desired to
resume negotiations once again.

Rafsanjani was a political higher-up in Iran. Khomeini had just died
and Rafsanjani was climbing unstoppably toward the presidency.

Rasul probably told Ghassemlou that Rafsanjani had written him
a letter ralking about the negotiations. Because of Rasul’s silence, no
one knew the content of this letter well, or the circumstances of the
conversation between the young man and Ghassemlou. To this day,
no one is able to confirm the existence of this letter. Yer days after the
crime, Rasul’s family spoke in Vienna about this presidential missive.
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Wien, am 16.07.1989

Zahl: I - Pos 400/111a/15/89 res

Betr.: Mordanschlag in Wien 3.,
Linke Bahngasse 5/12;
hier: Hinweisgeber.

Akt e.nw er'me-rk

Am 16. Juli 1989, um 09.30 Uhr gab der Journaldienst Sicher-
heitsbhiiro (BzI. GRANDITS) bekannt, daB er von einer Frau
FUCIK einen Hinweis betreffend Dr. Fadel Rassoul entgegen-
genommen habe.

Frau FUCIK wurde zuriickgerufen und gab an, daB sie beim Notar
Dr. Kralik, Wien 18., Martinstr. 81 beschiftigt war. Sie kdnn
sich erinnern, daB im Dezember 1988 ein Dr. Fadel Rassoul Ffiir
den Ministerprdasidenten vbn Algerien Ahmed BEN BELA in der
Bdckerstrafe Nr. 3 (Wohnung Nr. 9 ?) eine Eigentumswohnung

in der HShe von ©S 1,450.000.-- angekauft habe. Die Modalitit:
betreffend dieses Kaufes wurden von Dr. Rassoul erledigt. BEM
BELA habe nur den Kaufvertrag unterschrieben. Frau FUCIK
(TelNr. 42-06-452) meinte, daB dieser Hinweis im Zuge der
gegenstdndlichen Erhebungen, vielleicht von @ichtigkeitisein

'

konnte.
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Abdullah Hassan Zadeh, interview with the author. Koya, Iraqi Kurdistan,
July 2009. Hassan Zadeh became secretary general of the KDPI in 1992,
after Ghassemlou’s successor Sadegh Sharafkandi was murdered in Berlin
with three other Kurdish collaborators.
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Chapter IV
, The Murderers

<+

Abdul Rahman Ghassemlou was killed by two pistols with silencers
that shot three bullets ar close range. S

Abdullah received eleven bullets; Rasul received five. A bullet to the
head finished off cach of the chree men.

Ghassemlou died instantly. He did not even have time to react. He
must have been the first victim. According to a report based on findings
by Austrian parliamentarian Peter Pilz, Ghassemlou and Rasul were
caught by surprise and killed in a seated position.**

» It secems that Abdullah Ghaderi-Azar resisted the murderers. The
position in which his body was found suggests that he opposed the
atrackers.** The forensic physicians discovered traces of skin under his
nails, and in his clothes they found traces of blood from Mohamed
Jafari Sahrarudi, one of the Iranian envoys. i A

The Austrian police found the living room turned upside down, as
shown by the photos taken during the first days of the investigation.

The forensic physicians determined that the three victims were
hit by a total of nineteen shots, though the police only found fourteen
shells in the room.

Thursday, July 13, afternoon. After a short nap that afternoon,
Ghassemlou and Abdullah visited the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
Ghassemlou had an appointment with Dr. Mawzka, a government
official who was considered a friend of the Kurds. Ghassemlou wanted
to thank him for having helped procure his visa.

Ghassemlou had entered Austria with his Iranian passport, which
he typically used. It was an authentic document, albeic falsified—a real

<
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According to a report based on findings by Austerian parliamentarian Peter Pilz,
Ghassemlou and Rasul were caught by surprise and killed in a seated position.

It seems that Abdulla Ghaderi — Azar resisted the murderers. The position in which
his body was found suggests that he oppsed the attackers. The forensic physicians
discovered traces of skin under his nails, and in his clothes they found traces of
blood from Mohamed Jafari Sahrarudi, one of the Iranian envoys.

The Austerian police found the living room turned upside down, as shown by the
photos taken during the first days of the investigation.
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5. Tatsache ist die Aussage Amins in seiner richterlichen Vernehmung vom 10.
November 1992 (PSA S. 264). Er berichtete davon, daB Haidar einmal zu
Emad bemerkte, also zu dem Angeklagten Rhayel, "stelle dir mal vor, Du
und Sharif Ihr werdet festgenommen". Antwort des Angeklagten Rhayel laut
Amin: "Der Iran steht hinter uns. Er wird sich fiir uns einsetzen."

Dies hat der Iran getan. Nicht nur 1in den Worten des M{histers
Fallahijans, auch in den Worten des Minister Welavati, auch in dem

erpresserischen Druck, der sich auf dieses Gericht immer mehr gesteigert
hat.

Beziiglich der Uberpriifung der Wahrhaftigkeit der Angaben des Angeklagten
Amin in seinem ausfiihrlichen, auch richterlich protokollierten Gestandnis
darf ich auf das Pladoyer der Bundesanwaltschaft Bezug nehmen, das die
Umstdnde, die Entwicklung und die Uberpriifung der Angaben Amins im
einzelnen dargestellt hat. Die Aussagen Fallahijans und Welayatis
bestdtigen die damalige Richtigkeit der Einschatzung Rhayels: Der Iran
setzt sich auch fir die libanesischen Angeklagten ein.

6. Die sechste Tatsache ist die Aussage des Teilnehmers der Tagung der
.Sozialistischen Internationale, Talabani, des Fiihrers der Patriotischen
Unions Kurdistans, einer international anerkannten kurdischen Partei im
Irak. Talabani hatte Sharafkandi gewarnt, und zwar aufgrund der Aussagen
festgenommener Pasdaran-Kampfer, gewarnt davor, der Iran sei hinter ihm
her, der Iran plane einen Anschlag und er solle vorsichtig sein. Talabani_
hatte unmittelbar nach dem Attentat dem Zeugen Binz dies mitgeteilt, der |
dies hier in der Hauptverhandlung berichtet hat. Ein Grund fiir eine
Falschaussage Talabanis ist 1in diesem Zusammenhang iiberhaupt nicht
ersichtlich, arbeitet doch Talabani durchaus mit der Islamischen Republik
Iran zusammen. Eine Falschaussage von ihm ist also gerade in diesem
Zusammenhang nicht nachvollziehbar und erkennbar. Im Ubrigen wird diese
Aussage von Banisadre bestdtigt, der seinerseits die DPK/I auf zwei
Wegen, u.a. Uber Talabani, ebenfalls gewarnt hatte.
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Sahrarudi later told investigators that at the end of the negotiations, " 34, s
¢ three assailants had thrown open the door and entered the U-"’s 659

=. He was injured before being able to take a good look at the
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sEUOLAL POLICE TOICE, TNE dTaatspolizel, arrived immediately. He
the best investigators of the Vienna police without knowing
stage the depth of this drama. After the first moments, he realized

was a political crime.(He was overheard saying, “We've got deaa\

an surviving Iramans. The matter is clear. The rest will b
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The Austrian government was alarmed. Oswald Kessler, chief of the national police
force, the Staatpolizei, arrived immediately. He mobilized the best investigators of
the Vienna without knowing at this stage the depth of this drama.

After the first moments he realized this was a political crime. He was overheared
saying:

We ‘ve got dead kurds and surviving Iranians. The matter is clear. The rest will be
".politics

9091059=S OLSou,sS 4S (4 lulSU o gad aanh "o g-Suou 4S | yican gl S, ad 090, 9994
Algs (PaD 94 Lojou)la gy Db (gaSaa S At ggy aSidawas LHg9u) HlSa il i
10 5oy (50938 (D (go9th Al A gigS H§ 0 0Fu (edids (S §ydiu IS 5 9SS gy 4S
(EMg g 99900 M ilac (SOALa 094k (5199 IgaSaa gy S 09158 S 509

b A slua AIgls Adibals 3o |y gl Alad gaa dd Laa dsgga S tao il U guds Ydo &S so,lS gat
SO Ol LSy e 9 o) l—wils
ASAl 3y 9Sddon dalg s ..da o ASay

AL (i S s il S 0
O A e g VT 5o A
308/ So3—isles (YY) goy4d (oS
AS S il i o gad ga—SLils

80 W 5o lolsl : R

Oltens [isugslmen]eolanty olaly . Al )0 eSaul Koo St st

LS 598 (SudS soitng) O sdS (Swss go,0
5K @ 4 bl sl Sl go Sl oly K3 4 uly (Sl

,J)S é_}}.is’_'q_'n ;,U:,Lj:m_)l:\ JA]LA & \‘Jlsﬂ_..‘:\.l}# 4 S._Sq._. Al u“t"‘—)l"- J)S.s_] (§%ud
Obots 55,8 5ol iu diyia 158 OB AL s Glus g sl i

| L e eieny S I T B (S W Sl e LR 1 0 ) B Slagsli s

soR 0l 33 0 O €OLS )50 (688 )l (s 5 oLl yo S v, Ve %

A (A L (I

o y TVT P ——l géé"J};‘—"“.,

I 904, Sy Saall

& g4

sSulle sida gl 35 sussylain € o Kny o Ghadwy 48 g udl 54

S ol 5ed )Y 30 Jlhas
oladida 98 Se o Glsbi s ge sl 50l ol 3 s g 948 (g 4l yaudd
9l ya8ou 0 goulli juSeadd 541 K A SIS 5 ganlals Sl gl S 8500 S Sbg g0
ol g0 4 (g0 Gy s a8 U Kb (5 g4idiins 34980l o Sass Las 5 548

(SRR~

* An lIranian with a diplomatic
passport, wounded by a

Se3ioss U8 Gea y;
Ay Gl S

) 5peS (mtipn s 5Pl Oea, S JSou By
_;Q_LbJ.‘}A%.Sf:A—A:Jﬁ:IQjLAQJ‘—A:L;.53‘5.:\6‘94.]

0a5 Sy (K0S

23508 ulgs Sea (S5t ol Wl g g gl s, o3 i g
o3 0580 S S s )l el iy (540 S 3 gy i )
&9 Jsb.u 65480 S agligg, g4 \ﬁ.aJva JJ‘.’ulf_ \sa)L_MJ‘.&::\_‘.Z lsealigs ‘,u
Saspbel 4 Sloyas Gl b SOl 858 05400 g0 iy S (Swssle
A5 06 g Sl peeS e 5oy ladSs )t supy 4l gy
85l 3l 5l sy

1358548 camsss g Sl Ll 50 Laa (el @)l 68 jamlS

s 535 oG i iy pali SR R By, 2l

335308 e 0 () 815 ()SS0 o Sl 8 (Jan (50,8 4G g
035858 Oll) S8yl wida

g Olla 5 1550 58,08) G oSGk € Gladnigla Sal S

quSaJl.\.\f

s sl Slstly o sSies 21K e ¥ 50 Dlhea 5 e (o5
L) u.,qs & « 55 € ﬁLb» 5‘3}3_))\_‘1 TR S « d"‘):"" Oodiy
,&.,Uu
(it ool dul8l Sy (858 Ky dl iy 73190 e HIS wlien
58 sl ssslisn 5 el (SISl € 0yl olSild ISulily godl

bullet, under surgery
94 s Samuliy (didadd o0l jins
] LS ] LV S U—_—yp- 7 S— LY
9 S g, " ad b o9l ) Si
4 4 S LSeu lulsa_dogla g9l
0399158 Glaplso gl gl gl g4y
Sl iy logea ([Saadn gyl i’
9 Lo gaailess ggu ailSda gad 4s
999 1095 St—i 59 —ahb
690 ydmtus s Yl paSi0s aSdaileon
ool piilSo gl ol S .09 5
S92 4 (95— SASAn (g0 )
plid su—ia as plulsaogla

iptaslan gasasan jawad 535 9L @
A g 4 Sda )¢S dBou dddSdy 25 dSou o YE g ya¥ A o g—u g IAA gad
109155 Hheuilen JudU gusds Yo odSo g g galuis



43

The door to the building was secured by an intercom system and three security locks.
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24 The Passion and Death of Rahman the Kurd

* a third Iranian who had disappeared, by name Hadji
Mostafawi, whom nobody knew. A

Hours later the police discovered in a trashcan near the Pilgramgasse
station on Linke Wienzeli a packet containing a brown bloodstained
windbreaker, a key and a bill of sale’ for a Suzuki GSX500E red
motorcycle, and three weapons. There were a submachine Uzi and two
handguns with silencers that had their serial and brand names erased.
The experts in ballistics later concluded that the guns were the ones that
had fired the bullets whose shells wére found at the crime location.

The police confirmed that the door to the apartment had not been
forced. The door to the building was secured by an intercom system
and three security locks. But they found that in the entrance door to
the building a piece of adhesive tape was blocking the latch, leaving the
door unlocked.

Hours following the crime, the news hit the worldwide press from
New Delhi to Madrid: An Iranian Kurdish leader called Abdul Rahman
Ghassemlou had been murdered in a Western European capital. The
identity of the murderers was unknown. Total confusion continued for
two days, fed by a strategy of Iranian versions of the events that blamed
Iraq for the murder.

“The day after his murder,” recalled one colleague, “Dr. Said*

'called me and told me Dr. Ghassemlou had been murdered. I thought

immediately it was Iraq [that had ordered his assassination] because
recently Dr. Ghassemlou had given a very critical interview to an Arab
magazine about Halabja.** But Said told me that Dr. Ghassemlou had
been in dialogue with the Iranians and then I knew it was them.”

The Iranian embassy in Vienna declared that this had been the
act of enemies of Iran and that the Kurds had been negotiating “to
guarantee the return of Ghassemlou to Iran, to negotiate on the Kurdish
question with the Iranian authorities.”

Radio Tehran announced that the leader of the KDPI “was about to
change sides and abandon his alliance with Iraq and make an agreement
with Iran.”*

Echoing these news pieces, on Saturday, July 15, the Agence France
Presse reported that Iraq “was probably behind the murder.” Rasul’s
wife Susanne denounced Baghdad as the source of the assassination.
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The police confirmed that the door to the apartment had not been forced.
The door to the building was secured by an intercom system and three security
locks.
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26 The Passion and Death of Rahman the Kurd

therefore not able to see much more. He said thdt Mostafawi had left
the room before the assault. :

Sahrarudi said that once he saw he was wounded, he ran to the
corridor, where he found Buzorguian and Mostafawi. His declarations
contradict those of his bodyguard that say he was not there because he
had gone to McDonald’s. The truth is that nobody remembered secing
him at McDonald’s. No one recognized him.

Sahrarudi did not clarify how the supposed assailants entered the
apartment. He insisted that they had fired from the doorway. But
analysis of the shooting determined that the assassins could not have
fired at the Kurds from the entrance to the apartment. Instead, the
shots had been fired from the side of the room gpposite the door, by
assailants who were in a sitting position. Furthermore, the trajectory
of the bullets indicated that they had been fired from the direction of
the Iranian delegation: discarded shell casings were found where the
[ranian negotiators had been sitting and not near the doorway.”’ A
senior Austrian government official told 7ime magazine:

“Buzorguian and Sahrarudi told us someone had forced their way
into the room and opened fire. They lied. By all appearances, the
murderers were inside the room at the time of the crime.™!

The Viennese government gave way to the Iranian pressure.** The
arrest warrant against Buzorguian was suspended. He immediately
took refuge in the Iranian embassy, a solid building in the Jauresgasse,
one street over and seven hundred meters from the murder site at
number 5 Linkebahngasse. It’s a residential neighborhood. In front
of the Iranian embassy stands the Soviet embassy and the Russian
Orthodox church.

Buzorguian had a reserved seat on the Iran Air flight for Tehran the
following Saturday, the fifteenth. The police were worried. The plane
was leaving at 7:00 pm and the bodyguard was free of all charges.

¥ The police had a judge order arrest warrants for Buzorguian and
Mostafawi,** on minor charges of failure to assist a wounded person.
This was merely a pretext based on Austrian law. The warrant was ready
at 5:50 pm, and with it, Buzorguian’s trip was thwarted.

In order to have Buzorguian questioned again, the Austrian minister
of justice, Mr. Foregger, lifted the arrest warrant while Buzorguian was
in audience with the judge. The judge had to guarantee to the Iranian
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